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©2025, Middle States Commission on Higher Education. All Rights Reserved.

The presentation you are viewing has been prepared by and is the property of
the Middle States Commission on Higher Education (MSCHE). Reproduction,
distribution, or transmission of the presentation, in part or in whole, is expressly
prohibited without prior written consent from MSCHE. For permission requests,
email MSCHE at president@msche.org. For any questions about an institution’s
accreditation status or for additional information about MSCHE's standards for

accreditation, requirements of affiliation, policies and procedures, and applicable
federal requlatory requirements, you should contact MSCHE staff. Always seek
the advice of your institution’s assigned Vice President liaison with any questions
specific to your institution. This presentation is not intended as a substitute for
professional advice from MSCHE staff, and use of the presentation does not
guarantee any specific accreditation outcome.




Why Accreditation?

* To reevaluate and monitor institutions to ensure compliance with:
» Standards for Accreditation
» Requirements of Affiliation
* Policies and Procedures

* Applicable federal regulatory requirements in accordance with
federal regulation
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Why Accreditation?

* To strengthen and sustain higher education, making it worthy of public
confidence, and minimizing the scope of external control.

* To demonstrate institutions’ commitment to continuous self-assessment
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REGULATORY TRIAD

Accrediting
Agencies

States U.S. Department
of Education




What is MSCHE?
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MISSION

The Middle States Commission on Higher Education (MSCHE) promotes
educational excellence through innovation across diverse institutions.

VISION

To be a prominent voice and champion in higher education to leverage
accreditation for our member institutions and students.

VALUES

Protecting the Future Guiding for Good Setting the Standard
We ensure that We fuel discovery We promote quality
member institutions and progress for our through honest

community and reflection,
society as an institutional growth,
independent voice in and meaningful
higher education. change.

meet rigorous and
comprehensive
standards to protect
educational quality.
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THE COMMISSION

o At least 27 voting members
e Representation:
o Public representatives (1/7)
o Administrative or academic
representatives, employees
of higher education
organizations
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Who is the Commission?

Member
MSCHE Staff Institutions

Peer

Commissioners
Evaluators




MSCHE INSTITUTIONS

500
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MEMBERSHIP BY
CARNEGIE CLASSIFICATION

Exclusively Graduate/Professional (43) Private (For-Profit) (21)
0 4%
8%
Unclassified (24)
5%

Two-Year (96)

Public (203)
19%

40%

Four-Year (344)
68%

Private (Non-Profit) (283)
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MSCHE ACCREDITS INSTITUTIONS IN 46
STATES, 2 TERRITORIES, THE DISTRICT OF
COLUMBIA, AND 97 COUNTRIES




Accreditation Review Cycle and
Monitoring

For Institutions Seeking Grant of Accreditation or Reaffirmation

MSCHE Eight-Year Accreditation Review Cycle

Self-Study Evaluation s—————-  Self-Study Evaluation

On-Site Evaluation Visit Preparation

Ongoing Monitoring Activities

Annual Institutional Update (AIU)

Follow-Up Reports and Visits Supplemental Information Reports
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Multi-Level Accreditation
Decision-Making

Team Visits and Committee Commission
Findings Review Action
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Expectations for
Accreditation

Requirements of Affiliation
MSCHE policies and procedures




Standards for Accreditation and
Requirements of Affiliation
(Fourteenth Edition)

and

Evidence Expectations
by Standard

Effective July 1, 2023
MSCHE.ORG/STANDARDS
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STANDARDS FOR
ACCREDITATION AND
REQUIREMENTS OF

EVIDENCE EXPECTATIONS
BY STANDARD

4




Standards for Accreditation
(Fourteenth Edition)

Standard | - Mission and Goals

Standard Il - Ethics and Integrity

Standard Il - Design and Delivery of the Student
Learning Experience

Standard IV - Support of the Student Experience pripiBaga=raw L |
Standard V - Educational Effectiveness Assessment AFFILIATION

Fourteenth Edition

Standard VI - Planning, Resources, and Institutional
Improvement

Standard VIl - Governance, Leadership, and
Administration




Requirements of
Affiliation
(Fourteenth Edition)

1.
2.

3.

Authorization to Operate

Operational with Students
Actively Enrolled

Graduated at Least One Class

Communicate with MSCHE in
English
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POLICIES

Guidelines, and

POLICIES UNDER REVIEW

DISTANCE EDUCATION
REGULATORY CHANGES UPDATE

Templates

POLICY NEWS

nt

Advocacy Alert: USDE Issues Revi i Affili . In keep

Dear Colleague Letters policy F yis t of procedul I
[ ] - Regarding Prison Education jel . guide institutions, pee and the Com
| Programs t aKing

Myth-Busting: Degree in Three and pe j g C tunity for member ins
and Other Accelerated acc on po ovide inp
Credentials

ion accepts com

n, requirem

policy@msche.org. Annual Conference | News nts | About Us

Search
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PEER EVALUATORS Peer Evaluators > Resources

RESOU RC ES PECOMEA PEER EALUATOR RESOURCES
EVALUATORS WHO HAVE SERVED
RESOURCES Standards for Accreditation and Requirements of Affiliation
Evidence Expectations by Standard

TRAVEL WARNINGS AND
I
ADVISORIES Se[f-Study

* Self-Study Team Report

» Self-Study Team Chair’s Confidential Brief

= Report Due Dates for Fall 2024 Visits
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Self-Study Process
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Self-Study Process
24-36 months

Self-Study Self-Study LR
Institute Design [\)/isit
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Committee on Commission
8 Evaluation Meeting and
Reports Action
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Team Visit




Institutional Priorities

\

1. Relevance and distinctiveness of academic
programs and experiences

—

s A
2. Equitable outcomes and improved student
success

s A
3. Quality of student life and the student
experience
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Most Common Institutional
Priorities 2020-2023

Percentage of Self=Study Documents, Cohorts A,B,C

Student achievement and success 50.90%
Financial capacity and sustainability 39.40%
DEI or inclusive excellence s 35.40%
Academic excellence T EE————— 29.70%
Community engagement —mss—" 21.10%
Enrollment and recruitment — m—— 17.10%
Assessment processes —mmmmm———— 14.90%
Relevant and dynamic curriculum — s 13.70%
Research and scholarship — s 12.00%
Institutional effectiveness — m———— 12.00%

0% 10% 20% 30%

0%
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n=175, 79% of all coded self-study reports
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Types of Findings

 Significant Accomplishments,
Significant Progress or
Exemplary/innovative Practices

* Collegial Advice
 Recommendations
* Requirements




Possible Commission Actions

Reaffirmation of Accreditation

Reaffirmation with Follow-up

Non-Compliance

» Warning / Probation / Show Cause
* Monitoring Report / Follow-up team visit
* Time limit




We are all MSCHE

* How can you participate?
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Re-Affirmation Elevator Speech

« We are an accredited institution of higher education that
has an appropriate mission (Standard l),
lives it with integrity (Standard l),
delivers an effective student learning experience (Standard lil),

supports the student experience both inside and outside the classroom
(Standard IV),

assesses its own educational effectiveness (Standard V),

{Jlic,)es pcllanning and resources to ensure institutional improvement (Standard
,an

is characterized by effective governance, leadership, and administration
(Standard VII).




Resources at MSCHE

Vice President Liaison

Dr. Ryan Hartnett rhartnett@msche.orq

Your Self-Study Leadership Team
Other Commission Staff
Your Team Chair

~

-

The MSCHE website:
www.msche.orq



mailto:rhartnett@msche.org
http://www.msche.org/
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THANK YOU

msche.org | @mscheorg
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